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Higo Tsuri-Temari

Kumamoto has thrived in the 400 years since Kato Kiyomasa built
Kumamoto Castle in the Higo domain. Its culture was then nurtured
by and prospered under the Hosokawa clan’ s feudal court, which took

over the lordship after Lord Kato.

Higo-temari, a traditional Japanese thread ball, was first made in
the early Edo Period, and is appreciated as an iconic toy and

decoration of Kumamoto.

“Antagata dokosa,” a nationally-known, upbeat Higo-temari song,
originated at around the end of Edo Period to early Meiji Era. The
dialogue-styled song is one of the most familiar songs in Kumamoto,
its lyrics mentioning several places around Kumamoto. In the past,

children would bounce their balls along to the music.

The Higo-temari balls hanging on the YAGURA (wooden
framework) are presented by the Higo Tsuri-Temari Executive
Committee so that you can enjoy the beauty of this traditional craft.
Each temari was designed with the help of the Higo-temari club,
making every ball unique.

We hope for a revival of this important cultural icon of Kumamoto

so that it will be passed down to future generations.

The Higo Tsuri-Temari Executive Committee
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